Mobilising the World’s Marine Stations <\

Head International Office,

The World Association of Marine Stations (WAMS) for

International collaboration, ocean diplomacy and capacity sharing

Matt Frost*, Plymouth Marine Laboratory, UK. mafr@pml.ac.uk; Thecla Keizer, Plymouth Marine Laboratory, UK. Neil Davies, Gump South Pacific
Research Station, University of California, USA; Ben Harvey, Shimoda Marine Research Center, University of Tsukuba, Japan; Anna Gebruk,
University of Edinburgh, UK; Sean Rogers, Bamfield Marine Science Centre, Vancouver, Canada.

The issue: The ocean is under threat — yet the global research landscape is still fragmented and inequitably distributed, and key global

capacity remains untapped

Globally coordinated ocean science is required to support the delivery of a multitude of ocean-related international legal and policy objectives and to address the
environmental challenges impacting the ocean on a global scale. There is therefore an urgent need to mobilise global capacity in a way that is equitable and supports
international cooperation and diplomacy. The world’s marine stations represent a significant resource in terms of global capacity.
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The importance of WAMS as the global marine station network

Marine stations are a globally distributed scientific infrastructure, spanning every continent and
long recognised for their essential role in addressing ocean challenges.

From the earliest established marine stations in the middle of the 19th century to those recently
built or currently in development, marine stations play a crucial role in: delivering fundamental
marine research; supporting sustained ocean observations; acting as a hub for citizen science
and public engagement; and providing a science-policy interface whilst promoting opportunities
for science-diplomacy.

Increasingly, marine stations are also centres of applied science and innovation, providing data
services and technological support that contribute to a sustainable blue economy. At the same
time, they play a vital role in training the next generation of ocean scientists and fostering global
scientific exchange.

Together, they play an important role in global efforts to meet the ambitious targets in
international agreements such as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Their ocean
observations are also essential for achieving the UN Ocean Decade outcomes.

Importantly, marine stations were always intended to be part of a larger network ‘with marine
‘stations’ being equivalent to train ‘stations’, connected and allowing opportunities for movement
between locations. The WAMS network seeks to realise this ambition establishing a global
network to facilitate capacity sharing and global cooperation.
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(markers represent marine stations)
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Looking forward — opportunities and next steps

The global marine science community continues to build momentum on the WAMS network with
future plans including a new cyber-infrastructure, enhanced features for the online ATLAS.

3rd World Congress of Marine Stations, September 2026, Canada

Building on the success of the previous two congresses, this event will bring together a diverse,
international network of marine station representatives, researchers, educators, and key
stakeholders. This is a unique opportunity to connect with leading experts, share best practices, and
contribute to shaping the future of marine research and education worldwide.

Registration & details at: https://shorturl.at/rBV1X or via the QR code below

WAMS MEMBERSHIP
To become part of the worldwide community of marine stations please contact the Secretariat at
wams@pml.ac.uk or the WAMS Chair, Prof. Matt Frost at mafr@pml.ac.uk.

Addressing the issue: WAMS - mobilising global capacity and enabling connectivity for the ocean

- “%‘"‘" awy, The World Association of Marine Stations (WAMS) is an international coordination mechanism to mobilise the capacity
of marine stations globally. It provides a vital forum for strengthening collaboration, sharing knowledge and establishing
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ETl Inclusive partnerships which foster, and further, transformative marine research and education. Through its network it
= 2012 United Nations Decad fosters worldwide collaboration, capacity sharing, and mobility between marine stations. It actively works on the
Eaiis 2030 o sietnioabie Development integration of indigenous and local knowledge, and the co-production of science.
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The Shimoda Marine Research Center
(SMRC), Japan
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. - Location of the 2026 Congress —
- the Bamfield Marine Sciences Centre, Canada

CONTACT or FIND OUT MORE
WAMS@pml.ac.uk
www.worldmarinestations.com
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